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This tutorial will show you the way that | m
I 611

i
I share with you.

Happy reading, and happy quilting!

Step 1:
First, you must cut your fabric. You will need two

| chose white for my background and blue for my
foreground. Because, as everyone knows, | love the
color blue. :)

You will be making HST (half square triangle) units
from these squares. But how do you know what size
of square to cut?

‘ There is a formula whioch
book that tells you to add 7/806 to your fini
example, i f you want your HST to measure 30
dondét | i ke that as it |l eaves no room for <cor
Hereds what | do. | add a full 10 to the si

go back and square it up. | do this for EVERY HST | ever make. Trust me, it will make your quilting
life so much happier if you do this.

Common pinwheel block sizes and how to cut for them, by my method:

Finished Block Size Finished HST Size Size of Sqaures to Cut
40 20 30
6 0 30 40
80 40 50
100 50 60

Step 2:
Next, draw a diagonal across the wrong side of both

your lighter fabric squares. You can use a pencil like |
did, or a fabric marker, whatever you want really.
There is no way this mark will show on the front of
your quilt.
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squares of background and two squares of foreground.
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Step 3:
Next, layer your background piece on top of your

foreground piece, with the pieces being right sides
together. Make sure your raw edges are aligned.

Step 4.
You wi | | now sew 10 from tF

sides of the line.

Repeat steps 3 and 4 for your other pair of squares.

Step 5:
Now that youbve sewn on bot

it is time to cut your two HST apart. Do this for both
sets of squares.
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Step 6:
When | press my HST, | usually like to press the seam

open to reduce bul ké unl ess
In a pinwheel, | need to have that seam pressed to the

side so | can line up the block units to get a nice sharp
point in the center.

So for pinwheels, press your seam to the side, towards
the darker color. Press all four HST in this manner.
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Step 7:
Here you see the completed HST. Are they really

complete? Remember how we made the squares a
l'ittle bit bigger than they
trim them to size.

So guess what ? ltds ti me t

Step 8:
Align your HST so that the diagonal between the two

fabrics follows one of the 45° angle lines on your
cutting mat, and so that the edges are JUST over the
l ines where weol | be cutti

I am making a 60 finished
HST must be cut to 310 squ
is just over the line, and the right side is just past the
hafway point? Thatods perfec:

Step 9:
|l 6ve I'ined up my ruler so

of the HST. See how just a smidgen of fabric is
beyond the edge of the ruler?
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Step 10:
Carefully trim off that little smidgen of fabric with
your rotary cutter, and discard.

Step 11

Now you have to trim the other side as well. Line up
your ruler with the cutting line on the left side of the
HST, and carefully trim with your rotary cutter.
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Step 12:
And there we have it, the left side is trimmed.
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